
INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA AND TRANSPHOBIA 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
     
 

MAY 17, 2015 
 
Greeting 
 
God, who is Mother and Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Comes to us and calls us to follow him/her. 
His presence guides us, 
Her Word frees us, 
His love enlightens us.   
 
Hymn 126 (Innario Cristiano) 
  
2 Corinthians 1,3-5 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 
from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also 
our comfort abounds through Christ. 
 
Prayer 
 
Lord, you console us in our moments of trouble like a merciful Mother and Father. 
You are not the God of the highest of heavens. You are God who became human beeing to live in 
the shanties of our lives and you know our every joy, trouble and hope. You know our poverty as 
well as our nobility. And yet, Lord, do not abandon us, take our hand and walk along with us.  
Having faith in you, Lord, fills our hearts with justice and righteousness, so let our voices announce 
your Word as we await the coming of the Kingdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Witnessing 
 
Examples	  of	  witnessing:	  
http://religiondispatches.org/transgender-‐and-‐christian-‐finding-‐identity/	  
	  
	  
Interlude	  
 
Let us Pray 
 
Lord, we stand before you in this moment of profound intimacy. You listen to our prayers and 
answer, you know our fears and reassure us, you know our weaknesses and come our way. We 
falter in our uncertainty; in the face of suffering we get discouraged, seeing the immense injustices 
of this world we feel so impotent, that we are no longer able to call upon your name, perhaps for 
fear  there will be no answer. And yet, Lord, you encourage us and you spur us on towards justice 
and peace. Only through faith in you and your Word will we be transformed into instruments of 



peace. Peace for all peoples. Peace for the oppressed. Peace for the afflicted. Peace for lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, trans-genders, intersex and queer people. Amen. 
 
Hymn 178 (Innario Cristiano)   
 
Forgiveness 
 
The Lord says:   “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”  (John 16:33) 
Christ is the foundation of our life and the source of our trust, because he has won the world, and 
has washed away our sin. In him we can find peace. Amen. 
 
Hymn 194 (Innario Cristiano) 
 
Confession of Faith 
 
I believe in one God who is Mother and Father, 
Source of every life, of all beauty and every goodness. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, son of God and human creature, 
Visible and transparent image of the invisible countenance of God, 
Noble and pure image of the face of humankind, as it was conceived in the heart of God. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
That lives and works in the depths of our hearts and that of every creature, 
To transform us all into the image of Christ. 
 
I believe that from this faith flow the most essential and inalienable realities of our life: 
The communion of saints and all things holy, that is the true church, 
The good news of forgiveness of sins, 
The faith in the Resurrection, that restores the hope that nothing is lost is our life: 
No fragment of beauty or bounty, 
No sacrifice even if hidden or ignored,  
No tear or friendship.   
 
Readings:  Psalm 139:13-17, Romans 10.1-13 
 
Interlude 
   
Sermon (Psalm 139:13-17) 
 
Hymn  
 
Moment of shared prayer: 
A big mirror. Participants pass in front of the mirror and stand before it for a moment, observing 
themselves. A circle is formed. Participants say brief prayers. 
 
The leader to close:   “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
       your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” (Psalm 139:14) 
 
 



Reading of a Poem: Kahlil Gibran  - “The Other One” 
 

Your neighbor 
is the unknown one within you, made visible. 

His face is reflected 
in the quiet waters, 

and in those waters, if you observe closely, 
you will see your own countenance. 

If you listen in the night, 
It is him you will hear speaking, 
and his words will be the beating 

of your own heart. 
You are not alone in being yourself. 

You are present in the actions of others, 
And these, unaware, 

Are part of you in each of your days. 
They will not fall 

If you don’t fall with them 
And they will not arise if you do not arise. 

 
Hymn 218 (Innario Cristiano) 

 
Announcements and offering 

 
Benediction: 
 
Happy are the hands that are open, tomorrow will sprout from their fingers.   
Blessed are those who live dull times, they are at the crossroads of God.  
Blessed are those who hold their questions, they will perceive the place of mystery.  
Blessed are those who have only tenderness to resist, their eyes will be comforted.  
Blessed are those whose bodies are offering and service, their life will not be only a dream.  
(Suzanne Schell) 
 
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.” (I Thess. 5:23-24) 
 
                           

By REFO (Evangelical Faith and Homosexuality Network) 
http://refoitalia.wordpress.com	  

	  
	  

and	  by	  the	  “Faith	  and	  Homosexuality	  Commission”	  of	  the	  	  
Baptist,	  Methodist,	  and	  Waldensian	  Churches	  	  

http://www.chiesavaldese.org/aria_cms.php?page=158 


